
 

 

 

Marriage Preparation Guidelines 
 

Congratulations on your engagement! 
 

We look forward to working with you as you prepare for the Sacrament of Marriage. Marriage will be a great source of 

strength and hope to you both. It is a celebration of God’s love for you as you reflect that love in your love for each 

other. 

Marriage is a sacred relationship. For individual persons it is a moment of profound richness and dignity as God joins 

your lives together. For the community it is an institution that serves as one of the basic bonds that holds our society 

together. For the Church it is a sacramental event that gives a visible sign of God’s presence and graceful 

intervention in our lives. The sacredness of marriage is central to marriage preparation. The marriage bond becomes 

the symbol of the covenant that unites God and God’s people. The union of husband and wife acknowledges God’s 

unconditional love and presence in their relationship. The Church is here to assist you in making a judgment 

concerning your readiness for marriage and to provide an environment of support and love in which you can 

succeed.  

By asking to have your marriage in the Catholic Church, you are seeking to have your marriage ceremony within the 

Church’s liturgical standards. The pastor and the presider at the ceremony (if it is someone other than the pastor) 

have a duty that the Church imposes on them to uphold those standards.  

These guidelines, along with the Together for Life book that you will be given, will give you most of the answers to 

particular questions that you may be concerned about. Feel free to ask the priest or deacon that is preparing you for 

marriage about any questions that you may have. 

Parish Membership 

One or both of you must be a registered, active parish member of St. Olaf or St. Joseph, or one or both of you must 

have a parent(s) who are active parish members of St. Olaf or St. Joseph. Active parish members are registered 

parish members who provide support (Time/Talent/Treasure) to St. Olaf or St. Joseph. A fee is assessed for non-

active members (see “Fee” section). If you are an adult living on your own within the parish boundaries, you should 

be listed as a member in your own right. 

Scheduling the Date 

You must contact the parish at least 6 months prior to your desired wedding date. The earlier that we hear from 

you, the greater the chance you have of obtaining the date you want. Before a wedding date can be confirmed, you 

must complete and return the Marriage Request Questionnaire. 

Please note that the Church’s universal liturgical calendar contains significant days of celebration that are classified 

as Solemnities. This means that the prescribed masses for these particular days are the only ones that may be used 

in a Mass. The priest/deacon who is working with you to arrange the marriage will work through this with you should 

this situation arise on a date you may have chosen. 

Weddings are scheduled for 2:00 pm on Saturdays which allows for a funeral to take place in the morning if 

necessary. The church and all rooms that are used by the wedding party must be cleaned and vacated by 4:00 pm in 

order to allow time to prepare the church for the Saturday evening Mass. A Friday evening wedding, or one on 

another day of the week, may be scheduled as long as it does not conflict with any regularly scheduled event in the 

church. Weddings are not scheduled on Sundays or Holy Days of Obligation. 

Rehearsals for Saturday weddings are normally on Friday evening, but can be held at other times if necessary. 

Rehearsals are about one hour in length (once all the key participants arrive.) The start time may be scheduled with 

the priest/deacon who is celebrating the marriage ceremony. 



Celebrant of the Wedding 

Because we are a parish family, it is the usual practice for the parish priest to be the celebrant. However, there may 

be times where the parish priest is not available. In this case, the parish will work with you to find another celebrant 

for the wedding if the date is otherwise acceptable to the parish.  

If you have a priest/deacon who is a family friend or relative that you wish to preside at the wedding, they must be in 

“good standing” with their diocese or religious order as evidenced by the appropriate paperwork that is required. 

Contact the pastor of St. Olaf/St. Joseph to help you work through the steps that are necessary for a visiting 

priest/deacon to preside at your marriage. A minister of another Christian faith tradition may have a role in the Liturgy 

of the Word at a marriage outside of Mass if one of the parties belongs to that minister’s faith tradition. Please 

discuss this with the pastor. 

Wedding Party 

Due to space limitations, the wedding party (Maid/Matron of Honor, Best Man, Bridesmaids, and Groomsmen) should 

be limited to no more than seven couples. Please discuss this with the celebrant if you have a valid reason to go 

beyond that limit. 

Members of the wedding party should be appropriately dressed for church. Please remember the Pastor and the 

Celebrant of the wedding have the obligation to uphold those norms. Please check if you have any questions 

regarding some aspect of your wedding plans that could violate these norms. The Pastor and the Celebrant retain the 

right to take necessary steps to remedy a violation, which could even mean cancellation or postponement of the 

wedding at any time. Please remember that your wedding is taking place in a Catholic Church and as such, it must 

adhere to Catholic values and norms. 

Alcoholic Beverages and Drugs 
Absolutely no alcoholic beverages or drugs are allowed on parish property at either the rehearsal or on the wedding 

day. It is the responsibility of the bride and groom to inform the wedding party of this policy. A wedding will be 

postponed if either the bride or groom shows the effects of alcohol consumption or drug use because vows taken in 

that state would be invalid. Any members of the wedding party showing the effects of alcohol/drugs will be removed 

from the ceremony. 

Liturgical Environment 
The church itself is appointed and decorated for the celebration of the liturgy and specifically for the liturgical season 

that the church is currently in. For example, in Lent the sanctuary is nearly bare and in Easter there are a number of 

plants and flowers. The atmosphere and environment of the liturgical season should be maintained with the wedding 

liturgy. During the Easter and Christmas Seasons, the church’s decorations cannot be moved. Any church decoration 

that is moved at other times of the year must be returned to its original position. A minimal amount of flowers is 

allowed for a wedding during Lent and they must be removed following the ceremony. 

Flowers, when used, should be arranged tastefully. All decorations must enhance the liturgy, not hinder or overpower 

it. Flowers will not be placed on the altar itself. Sanctuary furniture will not be moved to facilitate decorating. We ask 

that nothing be thrown in or around the church (rice/seeds/etc.). It is too difficult to clean up before Mass.  

You are responsible for returning the church environment and all rooms used to the state it was in before the 

wedding. Please make sure that you have appointed people to assist you in this cleanup. 

Music 

Music helps to gather everyone into a spirit of prayer and celebration. The music selected is to help yourselves and 

your guests to enter into this prayer both with and for you. The music that you choose must be commonly understood 

as sacred music. Your favorite songs may perhaps have a place in another setting like your reception. 

More specific guidelines will be provided by the St. Olaf Director of Liturgy and Music. You must consult with the 

Director of Liturgy and Music as you begin planning your marriage liturgy. The Director of Liturgy and Music can be 

contacted at the St. Olaf parish office. 



Pictures/Video 

Pictures may be taken during the ceremony as long as the photographer and/or videographer remains unobtrusive. 

Videographers and photographers are not allowed in the sanctuary or anywhere that would cause interference. The 

photographer/videographer should consult with the celebrant before the wedding. 

Liturgical Preparation 

Please consult your Together for Life book which will provide answers to most of the questions that you may 

encounter. You should focus on selecting an Old Testament, a New Testament, and a Gospel reading from the 

number of choices that are presented in the book.  

For two Catholics who are marrying each other, the liturgical norm is that the marriage takes place within Mass. For a 

Catholic who is marrying a non-Catholic, the liturgical norm is that the marriage takes place in a service that is 

outside of Mass. There can be exceptions to these norms. Please consult the pastor. 

In Catholic marriage ceremonies, the marriage vows are prescribed by the church. Please consult The Consent 

Marriage Vows on pages 90-93 of the Together for Life book for the Church’s selections of the marriage consent 

vows. If you are thinking about creating a program for your service that includes the order of events at the 

Mass/service, please consult the Three Forms of Celebrating Matrimony on page 10 of the Together for Life 

book. If you are considering any “additions” to the ceremony above what is prescribed by the Church, this must be 

first discussed with the pastor. 

Fees 

For those who are not registered and active members of St. Olaf or St. Joseph, a $250-dollar fee is assessed to 

assist with the costs incurred by the church. Musicians set their own fee schedules and you should consult with them 

regarding their fees. Whatever you feel is fair and just is appropriate as a gift for celebrating your wedding. If you 

have a celebrant other than Fr. Jared, please consult with them regarding their fees. 

Marriage Preparation Steps 
The Diocese of Madison outlines a seven-step process to marriage preparation. The priest arranging your wedding 

will give you a brochure outlining this process. Additionally, the steps and registration information for the required 

classes can be found at: http://madisondiocese.org/mp.  

Once again, congratulations on your engagement, and we look forward to working with you as you prepare for your 

wedding. May God bless you both. 

 

http://madisondiocese.org/mp

